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Component Merit Cow captures 
International Brown Swiss Show championship

#WDE25

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Iroquois Acres Jong Cali is named the Senior and Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Brown Swiss Show Oct. 1 at World Dairy 
Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Cali, the winning Component Merit Cow, is owned by Brian Pacheco. Robland Norwin Bermuda-ET, 
the winning Aged Cow, is named the Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand Champion. Bermuda is owned by Tony Kohls and Goldfawn 
Farm. VB Phantom Sinister, the fi rst-place Four-Year-Old, is named the Honorable MenƟ on Senior and Honorable MenƟ on Grand 
Champion. Sinister is owned by Voegeli Farm Inc.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Jim Mulhern is honored as World Dairy Expo's In-
dustry Person of the Year.

2 0 2 5  W O R L D  D A I R Y  E X P O   • A L L I A N T  E N E R G Y  C E N T E R   • M A D I S O N ,  W I S C O N S I N ,  U S A   • W W W . W O R L D D A I R Y E X P O . C O M

I S S U E

OF THE DAY

INFORMATION

In this

Flavors

Attendee

DAIRY ST  R

DailyDaily EDITIONEDITION
WORLD DAIRY EXPO

MADISON, Wis. 
— Jim Mulhern grew up 
among farmers whose 
lives were deeply rooted 
in the land and animals 
they tended. Shaped by 
those early experiences, 
he forged a career in the 
dairy industry, with a 
steadfast commitment to 
advocating for families 
and championing the val-
ues, challenges and liveli-
hoods of rural America. 

Following a career 
dedicated to affecting 
positive changes for dairy 
farmers through policy, 
Mulhern has been named 
World Dairy Expo’s® In-
dustry Person of the Year.

“Throughout my ca-
reer, I wanted to help and 
give back to those fam-
ily and friends who were 
working on the farm,” 

Mulhern said. “To be 
recognized by the WDE 
board of directors is some-
thing that I never expect-
ed. They are the cream of 
the dairy industry, and I 
am really honored by this 
designation."

Mulhern spent his 
childhood consistently 
around agriculture. From 
helping on his grandpar-
ents’ farm to milking cows 
after school and on week-
ends at his friends’ dairies, 
it was a way of life in Por-
tage. It was a livelihood 
he wanted to protect and 
to make easier for the peo-
ple working in the barns 
and the fi elds.

Mulhern graduated 
from UW-Madison with 
a degree in agricultural 
journalism and during his 
college years took an in-
ternship with Congress-
man Bob Kastenmeier, a 
Wisconsin representative 

for 32 years.
“The portfolio of is-

sues I worked on that 

summer was heavily ag-
riculture,” Mulhern said. 

“That gave me my fi rst 
real exposure to ag policy 
and dairy policy in par-
ticular.”

After his internship, 
he earned a position with 
a Midwest milk marketing 
cooperative, known today 
as FarmFirst Dairy Coop-
erative. While at the coop-
erative, Mulhern worked 
with members from fi ve 
states around the Mid-
west —Minnesota, Iowa, 
Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula — traveling to con-
nect with members.

“You had to be on 
your game and really 
understand a lot of is-
sues,” Mulhern said. 
“There are so many is-
sues that are important 
to the dairy industry and 
I got a great opportunity 
to interact with farm-
ers to understand what 
was important to them. 

MADISON, Wis. — Amid 
the sounds of the traditional 
Swiss yodeling and soft clang-
ing of bells, Iroquois Acres Jong 
Cali rose to the top for Judge Al-
lyn “Spud” Paulson and his as-

sociate Brian Olbrich. Cali, the 
winning Component Merit Cow, 
was their selection for Senior 
and Grand Champion of the In-
ternational Brown Swiss Show. 
Cali is owned by Brian Pacheco 
of Kerman, California.

Following behind Cali, as 
the Reserve Senior and Reserve 
Grand Champion was the win-

ning Aged Cow, Robland Nor-
win Bermuda-ET, owned by 
Tony Kohls and Goldfawn Farm 
of Arlington, Minnesota. Honor-
able Mention Senior and Grand 
Champion recognition was given 
to the winning Four-Year-Old, 
VB Phantom Sinister, exhibited 
by Voegeli Farm Inc. of Monti-
cello.

For Intermediate Champion, 
the judges looked to their win-
ning Junior Three-Year-Old, Jen-

lar FV Whipsaw-ETV, exhibited 
by Iroquois Acres, Bridport, Ver-
mont. Selected as the Reserve 
Intermediate Champion was the 
second-place Junior Three-Year-
Old, Fairdale Kickstart Figgy, 
exhibited by Kylie and Micah 
Sparrow of Stamping Ground, 
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Educational opportunities at WDE

TodayToday  IN THE TANBARKIN THE TANBARK
 The Tanbark, located in the Arena Build-
ing, is a full-service bar and restaurant that 
serves as the meeting place for attendees 
and exhibitors. Join us for a meal, Happy 
Hour, a nightly reception or an industry-
hosted event!
10:30 A.M. - 3 P.M.
Lunch
Monday-Friday 

10:30 A.M. - CLOSE
Bar
Monday-Friday 

Happy Hour - 4-6 p.m.
Tuesday - Thursday
 Join fellow attendees and exhibitors in 
The Tanbark for Happy Hour.
 Happy Hour includes light refreshments, 
live music and complimentary beer, while 
supplies last, made possible by the following 
sponsors:

Today's Sponsor:

Expo en Español es un programa educacional nuevo para 
hablantes de español involucrados en la industria lechera.  
Estos seminarios que se presentan en español se concentran en 
las herramientas que son de benefi cio para los gerentes y los 
gerentes de nivel intermediario de las granjas lecheras.

  El liderazgo comienza con nosotros
  Ponente: Juan Quezada, Director de Capacitación y  
  Desarrollo, Milk Source, LLC
  Patrocinado por: Progressive Dairy

Dairy Forage Seminars at World Dairy Expo are hosted by the 
organizing partners of the World Forage Analysis Superbowl. 
Forage experts from the U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center, 
University of Wisconsin and other research centers work 
together to present seminars on cutting-edge research and 
information. These experts are also available throughout the 
week in the World Forage Analysis Superbowl space, located 
in the Trade Center at World Dairy Expo.

  10 a.m. Forage Makes Milk on Woldt Farms
  Kelsey Woldt, HR Manager, and Jeff Evenson, 
  Dairy Manager, Woldt Farms LLC
  Approved for 1 CEU: Crop Management

  1:30 p.m. What’s New in Corn Silage Harvest 
  Technology
  Brian Luck, Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, 
  University of Wisconsin-Madison

World Dairy Expo Virtual Farm Tours have brought some of 
the best dairy operations from near and far to Madison for 
over 20 years. Dairies featured each year excel in a variety 
of farm aspects including genetics, technology, community 
engagement, environmental stewardship and cow comfort, 
while also representing a wide variety of sizes, locations and 
breeds.

During Expo's Virtual Farm Tours, dairy owners and managers 
share a visual presentation with time for questions and an open 
discussion afterward. Virtual Farm Tours are hosted Tuesday 
through Friday during World Dairy Expo in Mendota 1 of the 
Exhibition Hall at 10 a.m.

  Norm-E-Lane Chili, Wisconsin
  Sponsored by: McLanahan

Located in the Atrium of the Exhibition Hall, the Knowledge 
Nook is a space designed for companies to showcase an 
innovative product, service or research that was introduced to 
the market since the last World Dairy Expo. There will be up to 
27, 45-minute sessions over the course of World Dairy Expo, 
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Tuesday - Thursday and 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m. Friday.

  9:30 a.m. Revolutionizing Rumen Health from 
       the Inside Out
  Speaker: Louisa Koch, Ph.D., Feeding and 
       pH Specialist, smaXtec Inc.
  Presenting Company: smaXtec Inc.

  10:30 a.m. New Strategies for Fly Control in 
      Dairy Farms
  Speaker: Dr. Mike Catangui, Entomologist and 
      Parasitologist Manager
  Presenting Company: MWI Animal Health

  11:30 a.m. Probiotic Use in Livestock 
         - A Veterinarian's Perspective
  Speaker: Dr. Ryan Royer, Technical Service Manager, 
      Novonesis 
  Presenting Company: Novonesis

  12:30 p.m. Data You Can Use. Insights You Can Trust. 
   Meet the Dairy Data Partner.
  Speaker: Stuart MacLennan, CEO; Tia Buss, Dairy Data Partner; 
       and Katharine Lotspeich, US Strategy and Customer  
       Engagement, Intelligent Dairy Solutions 
  Presenting Company: Intelligent Dairy Solutions

  1:30 p.m. Unlocking Fiber Effi ciency: Enhancing Rumen 
      Function and Milk Performance with   
       Probiotic Microbial Consortia
  Speaker: Mauricio Agudelo Rendón, CEO at Bialtec
  Presenting Company: Bialtec

  2:30 p.m. Harnessing the Power of Connected Data to 
      Drive Your Dairy’s Performance
  Speaker: Taliah Danzinger (Moderator), Sr. Product 
      Manager, Connecterra
  Presenting Company: Datamars

  3:30 p.m. Dairy's Latest Innovation: Digitizing & 
      Automating Feed Pushing
  Speaker: Nathaniel Davenport, Senior Product Manager 
  – Dairy, Monarch Tractor
  Presenting Company: Monarch Tractor

Expo en Español: 2 p.m.

Dairy Forage Seminar:

Virtual Farm Tour: 10 a.m. Knowledge Nook Sessions

Stop by and see us!Stop by and see us!
Booth  EH 3806Booth  EH 3806

DAIRY ST  R
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Better, faster, cheaper than 
collars, ear tags, and boluses.
Integrated with existing herd 

management platforms.

Centralized Dashboard

We Provide
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 System

Early Disease
 Detection

Heat Detection
Location Tracking

m

Minimally-
Invasive 

Microchip

Learn More Today 925-475-9601 www.nexa.farm

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
The 1985 University of Wisconsin-Madison NaƟ onal Intercollegiate Dairy Judging 
Championship Team — Bill Hageman (from leŌ ), Gayle (Furchtenicht) Benedict, 
Steve Armbruster and Greg Stumpf — gather at World Dairy Expo’s iconic globe 
to reminisce about their championship victory Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin.

Memory Lane
A trip down

Kentucky. The nod for Honorable Men-
tion Intermediate Champion was given to 
Hilltop Acres H Damara-ETV, the fi rst-
prize Senior Three-Year-Old exhibited by 
Peter Vail of Valatie, New York.

In the heifer show, Blessing Garbro 
Pistachio-ETV, the winning Fall Calf ex-
hibited by Logan and Chloe Duckett and 
Peter Vail of Rudolph, caught the judges’ 
eyes on her way to being named Junior 
Champion. Jenlar Acclaimed Waikiki-
ETV walked away with the Reserve 
Junior Champion banner. Waikiki, the 
second-place Fall Calf, is owned by Bri-
anna and Abby Meyer of Chilton. Honor-
able Mention Junior Champion recogni-
tion was bestowed on Opsal-JH In Your 
Dreams-ETV, the winning Summer Year-
ling, exhibited by Opsal-JH Genetics of 
Blue Mounds.

The overall Premier Breeder of the 
show, as well as Premier Breeder and Pre-
mier Exhibitor of the Heifer Show, were 
awarded to Jenlar Brown Swiss of Chil-
ton. The overall Premier Exhibitor banner 
went to Pit-Crew Genetics of Cambridge, 
Minnesota. Hilltop Acres Daredevil-ET 
repeated as the overall Premier Sire, and 
Brown Heaven R Famous-ET was the 
Premier Sire of the Heifer Show.

Offi cial judge Allyn “Spud” Paulson 
of Rockford, Illinois, and his associate 
judge, Brian Olbrich of Harvard, Illinois, 
were charged with placing 384 head of 
junior-owned Brown Swiss during the In-
ternational Brown Swiss Show. Complete 
show results are available online at www.
worlddairyexpo.com.

Brian Pacheco
Kerman, California

Tell us about your animal. Several years 
ago, I talked to Callum McKinven and 
told him I was looking for a really good 
Brown Swiss. When he and his wife, 
Kathy, fi rst saw Cali, she was a bred 
heifer in a pasture at a farm in Vermont 
they were visiting. He called me and said, 
“Cali is yours.” We made the decision to 

ConƟ nued from INTERNATIONAL BROWN SWISS RESULTS | Page 1

keep her at their place because they pro-
vide the best care possible. Cali calved 
with a heifer we named Candy. We knew 
early on she was going to be a special calf. 
We brought her right along with Cali for 
the whole ride. Two years ago, Candy was 
Reserve Grand to her dam. 

What does receiving this title mean to 
you? Winning here is one of those buck-
et list items. It is like winning the Super 
Bowl. You work all year, all your life, to 
try to achieve this pinnacle of success. 
And when you fi nally reach it, it is a feel-
ing like no other.

How did you prepare for the show and 
who helped you? Preparing for the show 
doesn’t just happen a month or two before 
Expo. We prepare all year long. Callum 
and Kathy provide excellent care year-
round to get our animals ready to compete 
for the 30 minutes they are in the show 
ring. For more than 10 years, Callum and 
his family and I have been partners in ev-
erything we do. I would not have achieved 
the level of success I have without them.

What trait do you most like about your 
animal? Her ability to transmit. Cali is 
what the breed should be. She is nearly 
10 years old and had seven calves. She 
has bred back nearly every year. We have 
been here with her every year since she 
was a 2-year-old, outside the coronavi-
rus pandemic. She has been ready to go 
without exception. We have her daughter 
along with a granddaughter that is next 
in line to take her place in the upcoming 
shows.

Why do you enjoy exhibiting at WDE? 
I enjoy exhibiting at Expo because, unlike 
most people, I have no hobbies. I don’t 
hunt; I don’t fi sh. My hobby is showing 
cows and if you are going to show cows, 
Expo is the pinnacle of all shows. I want 
to show with all the big boys across the 
country.

A team of four that judged together 
for three years, with award-winning per-
formances at contests in both Waterloo and 
Harrisburg, culminated their careers by win-
ning Expo’s prestigious contest. 

In 1985, the University of Wisconsin-
Madison dairy judging team won the Na-
tional Intercollegiate Dairy Judging Contest 
held at World Dairy Expo. The team consist-
ing of Bill Hageman, Gayle (Furchtenicht) 
Benedict, Steve Armbruster and Greg 
Stumpf recollected the important role their 
coach, Dr. David P. Dickson, played in their 
lives.

“We focused on judging cows, sure but 
we were allowed to have fun,” said Hage-
man. “When you’re driving all those miles 
in the van, there’s a lot of life lessons you 
pick up on. You have conversations about 
things other than judging cows. I think we 
all learned a lot from the way Dr. Dave car-
ried himself. He took being a coach, a pro-
fessor, a mentor for young people to heart.”

The quartet was the fi rst of Dickson’s 
Wisconsin judging teams to top the Expo 

contest, Stumpf recalled.
“He had some pretty good teams, 

but they could never get over the hump,” 
Stumpf said. “To be his fi rst winning team, 
that was special — even more so, we won 
25 years after he himself was the high indi-
vidual in the national contest. That meant a 
lot to him.”

Benedict recalled how Dickson made 
them become more than better judges, that 
he made them better communicators as well.

“He wouldn’t let us get away with any-
thing that wasn’t accurate in our reasons,” 
Benedict said.

Armbruster agreed with his teammate.
“He would call you out if you lied in 

your reasons,” Armbruster said. “If you 
didn’t know or you couldn’t remember, you 
were better off just saying less.”

On the way to their victory, the team 
won the Jersey and Holstein breeds and 
were the top reasons team; Hageman and 
Stumpf placed second and third, respec-
tively in reasons; while Stumpf placed third 
overall, with Hageman placing fi fth overall.
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That experience was formative in helping 
me be a successful advocate in Washing-
ton.” 

While in Washington, Mulhern was a 
key contributor to many pieces of legisla-
tion with infl uence in the dairy industry. 
He was part of the Dairy Diversion pro-
gram, helped establish the major dairy 
policy changes in the1985 Farm Bill, 
worked on the dairy checkoff program, 
and helped establish Dairy Margin Cover-
age, among other legislative items. 

Among his most signifi cant contri-
butions, Mulhern cites the two major up-
dates to the Federal Milk Marketing Or-
der program that he helped mold, in the 
1996 Farm Bill and in the most recently 
completed modernization effort that was 
approved in a dairy producer referendum 
and enacted by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

He also helped make advances in the 
battle against climate issues, as well as is-
sues with labeling.

“Methane was becoming a bigger is-
sue,” Mulhern said. “It was important to 
get ahead of the issue, but we also saw a 
potential economic opportunity on dairy 
farms. We wanted to turn what was po-
tentially going to add more regulatory 
costs on the backs of dairy farmers into 
incentives that could address many of the 
issues.”

Attacking potential problems before 
they became crippling issues was some-
thing that Mulhern focused on. 

“We wanted to address potential 
vulnerabilities and deal with them on a 
voluntary basis,” Mulhern said. “We felt 
we could eliminate the threat of regula-
tion and take some of these issues off the 
table.”

Mulhern played a key role in con-
structing messaging that informed con-
sumers about imitation dairy products. 
With an infl ux of imitation dairy products 
beginning in the 1980s, Mulhern has been 
an important contributor, fi ghting against 
these products, advocating for natural 
dairy options.

“The dairy industry is proud of the 
natural, healthful, clean label product it 
produces,” Mulhern said. “That clean la-

ConƟ nued from MULHERN | Page 1

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Jim Barr (from leŌ ), Tom Camerlo and Jim Mulhern deliver peƟ Ɵ ons opposing milk price cuts in 1989 on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C. At the Ɵ me, Mulhern was serving as the NaƟ onal Milk Producers FederaƟ on director of legislaƟ on, while 
Barr and Camerlo were the group’s CEO and president, respecƟ vely. The protests were part of ongoing eff orts in the dairy 
industry, advocaƟ ng for policy supporƟ ng fair milk prices.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Jim Mulhern (right) talks to reporters in 2013 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, 
Wisconsin. Mulhern made his career in dairy policy, earning him recogniƟ on as 
Expo’s Industry Person of the Year for 2025.

bel, that nutritious, wholesome product 
is why milk and dairy products are con-
sumed in the overwhelming majority of 
households.”

For years the USDA has not enforced 
its regulations against the use of dairy ter-
minology on non-dairy products. Mulhern 
led the fi ght to prompt FDA action but 
found another way to fi ght for farmers, 
taking the issue directly to the consumer 

through messaging and marketing.
“This was one of those issues that 

taught me that there is more than one way 
to win a fi ght,” Mulhern said. “If policy-
makers won’t do it, sometimes taking the 
issue to the public and informing them 
helps in your fi ght.”

With per capita dairy consumption at 
record highs — and sales fl at or declining 
for many fake dairy products — Mulhern 
feels the strategy is working. 

Mulhern continued his fi ght for the 
dairy farmer at the international public af-
fairs fi rm of FleischmanHillard. Later he 
established his own practice of Watson/
Mulhern LLC, a life sciences communi-
cations and public affairs fi rm focused on 
food and agriculture policy.

Mulhern was then approached about 
returning to NMPF to lead the organiza-
tion, taking the helm in 2012.

“I thought I was going to stay at my 
fi rm until I retired, but Jerry (Kozak) ap-
proached me and told me he was going to 
be retiring,” Mulhern said. “It gave me the 
chance to lead a national organization that 
was near and dear to my heart.”

Becoming the decision-maker for the 
organization that helped kick-start his ca-
reer was a full circle moment for Mulhern.

“The last decade at National Milk was 
the pinnacle of my career,” Mulhern said. 
“It was such a rewarding experience. The 
opportunity to lead the industry through 

some very important battles was really 
a great experience. But none of it would 
have been possible without the incred-
ible leadership of and collaborative rela-
tionship I had with our chairman, Randy 
Mooney. He taught me so much, was pa-
tient with my mistakes and always had my 
back. I knew that with his producer lead-
ership and support there was so much we 
could get done. And we did.”

Throughout his career, Mulhern attri-
butes his success to his teams, and always 
keeping in mind why he chose his career.

“It was never been about me; and 
that’s how I tried to lead as well,” Mul-
hern said. “For so much of what we got 
done, I provided maybe the leadership 
and helped form the strategy, but it was 
the incredible staff I was blessed to have 
at National Milk, those who were there 
when I got there, and those we added over 
time. That was the secret to my success.”

It was teamwork and passion that 
helped Mulhern in his career-long fi ght 
for dairy farmers.

“I hope people see me as someone 
who was an effective leader, who cared 
deeply about our members and dairy 
farmers across the country,” Mulhern 
said. “I never lost sight of who I was or 
where I came from. Working in agricul-
ture was one of the ways of maintaining 
that I always knew whose interests I was 
trying to advance.”
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You’re Invited....

Not Just A Sale, 
An Experience!

RWDCA meeting
AA Announcements
Five Monkeys BBQ

Live Music
Amazing Time!

Now selecting elite 
consignments of all breeds

HOTEL HEADQUARTERS: 
Hyatt Place Downtown - Mention Sale for Discounted rates

Book online or via phone using discount code - G-AC25
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BY DANIELLE NAUMAN
Staff  Writer

Genetics, technology 
drive top international 
registrations

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
A group of Brazilian dairymen — Fernando Coser (from leŌ ), Luiz Gustavo, Dieyson Rosa, Claudio Aragon and Nicolas 
Bronkhorst — gather for a photo in Pavilion 2 Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Coser, Gustavo, Rosa and 
Bronkhorst are helping with the Butlerview Farm show string.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STARR
Robert Salomons (leŌ ) and Claudio Aragon chat in the barns Oct. 1 at World 
Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Aragon has been coming to Expo for 30 years.

Bringing Brazilian enthusiasm

BLUMENAU, Santa Catarina, 
Brazil — Brazilian dairy farmers have 
developed a deep admiration for North 
American dairy cattle. In recent years, 
those same dairy farmers have come 
to recognize World Dairy Expo® is a 
global dairy industry highlight.

“We’ve been getting more and 
more people excited to go to Expo,” 
said Claudio Aragon, director of dairy 
breeds at Semex Brasil. “Last year was 
a huge number and I think this year is 
going to be a gain because we have a 
very large group that is going again 
this year, with some of the same peo-
ple but a lot of new people, as well.”

Last year dairy enthusiasts from 
Brazil fl ocked to Expo en masse, with 
the largest contingency of interna-
tional registrations for the show. With 
155 registered visitors, plus 10 addi-
tional registered media guests, Brazil 
eclipsed Canadian visitors for the fi rst 
time ever.

“I think this is a trend that will 
continue,” Aragon said. “The dairy 
industry in Brazil is growing fast and 
these new breeders want to see the 
best.”

North American genetics play a 
large role in the Brazilian dairy indus-
try. Aragon estimates 90% of the dairy 
cattle genetics being used in Brazil are 
from North America.

While the entire Brazilian delega-
tion does not travel to the show to-
gether, Aragon said they tend to fi nd 
each other while at Expo. Companies 
like Semex, STgenetics and Ouro-
fi no set up travel groups, while some 
dairymen choose to make their own 
itineraries.

“We kind of have a way of meeting 
and getting together during the show; 
it’s very fun,” Aragon said. “We sit 
together to watch the Supreme Cham-
pion ceremony and everyone cheers 
loudly for their breed to win. That is 
very typical of Brazilians, or Latins in 
general — we’re emotional and tend 
to be loud.”

The dairy population in Brazil is 
like that of the U.S., Aragon said, with 
the greatest concentration of farms in 
Brazil are located in the southern part 
of the country.

“In that area the average herd size 

would be maybe 120-150 cows in 
milk,” Aragon said. “We have lots of 
freestall barns. It is common to have 
herds averaging 39-40 kilos (86-88 
pounds) per cow, per day. Expansion 
is more in terms of new people com-
ing in, although you do see some herd 
expansion happening.”

Brazil operates without a quota 
system, Aragon said, making expan-
sion and growth easier. For the past 18 
months, farmers in the country have 
enjoyed stable milk prices.

“We are still importers of dairy 
products; we do not export a lot,” Ara-
gon said. “So actually there is no limi-
tation on producers — I could produce 
50,000 kilos today and tomorrow I can 
go up to 80,000. There is no restric-
tion.”

That excitement and desire to see 
the latest and greatest is not limited 
only to viewing dairy cattle genetics.

“They know when they go to 
Expo, they’ll not only fi nd great cattle, 
but lots of different exhibits,” Aragon 
said. “They can see machinery, man-
agement tools, different kinds of facil-

ities and products for freestalls. They 
know they’ll fi nd it all at WDE.”

Like their North American coun-
terparts, Aragon said Brazilian dairy 
farmers understand that companies 
typically launch their new products 
and ideas in anticipation of the global 
showing.

“That’s an extra incentive for most 
of them to go,” Aragon said. “It’s a 
nice combination of genetics and all 
of the other advancements in the in-
dustry.”

Aragon said many farmers in Bra-
zil are embracing new technology.
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST “We have grown the use of robotic 

milking in Brazil, I would say it has 
tripled in the last two years,” Aragon 
said. “We have a shortage of quali-
fi ed labor, which makes growing hard. 
Many of these farms are going to ro-
botic milking; it keeps growing.”

Like many other international 
visitors, dairy farmers from Brazil try 
to make the most of their trip, which 
typically entails at least 10 hours of 
fl ight time.

“Usually they will go for maybe 
10 days and we’ll arrange some farm 
visits for them either on the way to 
Expo, or right after the show,” Aragon 
said. “It’s a total package, and they 
like spending 3-4 days visiting the ex-
hibits.”

Aragon has made the journey to 
Expo himself for 30 years, and it thrills 
him to see so many of his countrymen 
embrace the opportunity as well.

“I haven’t missed any since my 
fi rst Expo, not even in 2001, right after 
9/11,” Aragon said. “That was some-
thing; the city of Madison, the show 
— everything was kind of empty, the 
airports were a mess. But I had already 
had my tickets booked and everything 
in line, so I chose to continue my tra-
dition of visiting Expo.”

Many of his Brazilian counterparts 
have made the trip an annual tradition 
for years, as well. Through their trav-
els, they have made connections with 
those in the North American dairy in-
dustry.

“We have developed good friend-
ships with a lot of the exhibitors that 
go to Madison every year,” Aragon 
said. “In that environment, we are 
able to go through the barns and talk 
to people.”

World Dairy Expo’s timing each 
year suits the Brazilian dairy farmers, 
Aragon said.

“It’s an excellent time for us, it’s 
not too cold up there and it’s not too 
warm down here,” Aragon said. “All 

ConƟ nued from BRAZIL | Page 5

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Fernando Coser (from leŌ ), Luiz Gustavo and Dieyson Rosa clip a Holstein cow 
Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The three Brazilian fi Ʃ ers say 
they enjoy the opportunity to come prepare animals at Expo.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Gustavo Salomons (from leŌ ), his father Robert Salomons and Claudio Aragon 
take a moment during show preparaƟ ons Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, 
Wisconsin. The Salomons are part of the Golden Oaks Farm crew.

of our national shows are over by 
September and most of our crops are 
already done or planted, so there’s no 
harvesting or fi eld work down here. 
It’s a date that favors a lot of our guys 
being able to get off the farm.”

Choosing to make the trip in-
volves more than booking a fl ight and 
a hotel room, Aragon said, as the trip 
requires a U.S. visa, which typically 
takes about four months to obtain. 
The process of organizing a group and 
securing travel documents usually be-
gins in February.

“Some years, it’s tougher than 
others,” Aragon said. “I think this 
year, there are some things going on 
between the U.S. and Brazil, with our 
president and Trump, that are not go-
ing very well. Some of the companies 
from the U.S. and Canada will give 
the dairy farmers invitation letters to 
Expo; those letters help a lot.”

Aragon looks for the trend of 
growing Brazilian attendance at Expo 
to continue.

“The new guys coming into the 
business, right away they want to 
know where they can go to see the 
really good cows, the best of every-
thing,” Aragon said. “It has been in-
creasing and I’m sure if we had a more 
favorable exchange rate, you would 
see even more people up there, for 
sure.”

Because it provides everything 
they want to see, Expo has become 
the destination of choice for Brazilian 
dairy farmers.

“It's a very dynamic industry for 
us down here,” Aragon said. “People 
are really investing in technology, are 
doing a lot of management, profes-
sional management and taking care of 
fi nance and all that. So these are the 
kind of guys that really are staying in 
the business and these guys are always 
looking for new technologies, new 
things. They are the ones who want to 
visit Expo.”
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Homebred cow 
repeats title in 
International Junior 
Brown Swiss Show

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Twincounty Famous Diamond is named Senior and Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Junior Brown Swiss Show Oct. 
1 in Madison, Wisconsin. Diamond, owned by Dakota Fraley, was the winning Five-Year-Old. Colebrook Creek DT Alina is 
named the Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand Champion. Alina, exhibited by Abigail Wilber, is the second-place Five-Year-
Old. Fairdale Kickstart Figgy is the Intermediate and Honorable MenƟ on Grand Champion. Figgy, the top-placing Junior 
Three-Year-Old, is exhibited by Kylie and Micah Sparrow of Stamping Ground, Kentucky.

Diamond does it again

MADISON, Wis. — At the end of the 
day, Twincounty Famous Diamond shined 
among her peers as she was named the Se-
nior and Grand Champion of the Interna-
tional Junior Brown Swiss Show. Diamond, 
the top-placing junior-owned Five-Year-
Old, is owned by Dakota Fraley of Muncy, 
Pennsylvania. 

Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand 
Champion honors went to the second-place 
junior-owned Five-Year-Old, Colebrook 
Creek DT Alina, exhibited by Abigail Wil-
ber of New Hartford, Connecticut.

Honorable Mention Grand Champion 
recognition went to the Intermediate Cham-
pion, Fairdale Kickstart Figgy, the top-
placing Junior Three-Year-Old, exhibited 
by Kylie and Micah Sparrow of Stamping 
Ground, Kentucky.

The Honorable Mention Senior Cham-
pion nod was given to Emerson Branden-
burg’s top-placing junior-owned Aged Cow, 
Brandenburg Richard Valerie. Emerson and 
Valerie hail from Fort Atkinson.

Following Figgy as the Reserve Inter-
mediate Champion of the Junior Show was 
the winning Spring Junior Two-Year-Old, 
Harvest Brz Els Windstorm, exhibited by 
Tristen Hans Ostrom of Kaukauna. Receiv-
ing recognition as the Honorable Mention 
Junior Champion was the winning junior-
owned Senior Two-Year-Old, Jenlar Diego 
Waterloo-ETV, exhibited by Brianna Meyer 
of Chilton.

For Junior Champion honors, judge 
Paulson looked to his fi rst-place junior-

owned Fall Calf, Jenlar Acclaimed Waiki-
ki-ETV, exhibited by Brianna and Abby 
Meyer of Chilton. For his Reserve Junior 
Champion of the Junior Show, Paulson se-
lected Ar-Line D Luscious Lady-ETV, the 
winning Winter Yearling, leased by Dana 
Johnson and owned by Ranae Herman of 
Tomah. The handshake for Honorable Men-
tion Junior Champion recognition went to 
the winning Fall Yearling, Jenlar Diego 
Wedding-ETV, exhibited by Tristen Hans 
Ostrom of Kaukauna.

Offi cial judge Allyn “Spud” Paulson of 
Rockford, Illinois, and his associate judge, 
Brian Olbrich of Harvard, Illinois, were 
charged with placing 145 head of junior-
owned Brown Swiss during the Interna-
tional Junior Brown Swiss show. Complete 
show results are available online at www.
worlddairyexpo.com.

Twincounty Famous Diamond
Dakota Fraley
Muncy, Pennsylvania

Tell us about yourself. My name is Dakota 
Fraley. I am 20 years old and from Muncy, 
Pennsylvania.

Tell us about your animal. Her name is 
Diamond. She was born and raised on our 
farm and is now 5 years old. She is our 
breeding. We had her dam and several ma-
ternal sisters to Diamond. She is quite a spe-
cial cow to me. I have a few other animals 
back home, but she is my only show cow.

What was your reaction when your cow 
was named Grand Champion of the Ju-
nior Show? I was happy. Though she was 
Grand Champion of the Junior Show last 
year too, I was not expecting it this year. 
There was more competition in her class 
this year. 

How did you get involved in dairy cat-
tle showing? I got involved in showing 
through my dad, Adam. He showed as a kid 
so got me and my siblings in it as well at a 
really young age. I have been showing at 
Expo since I was 8 years old in 2014.

Who has been a mentor for your showing 
career? What has been the best advice 
they have given you? My dad has been my 
biggest mentor. He taught me everything 
I know about showing and has walked me 
through everything. I wouldn’t say there 
was any single piece of advice that stands 
out. He is always teaching me something 
new.

What is your favorite memory of show-
ing dairy cattle? My favorite show mem-
ory is probably winning the International 
Junior Brown Swiss Show last year for the 
fi rst time with Diamond.
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Road Road 

Carlos, Isabel and Isabela Racinos (picture with their granddaughter, Isa-
bela)
Guatemala

How many miles did you travel to come to World Dairy Expo® and how 
long did the trip take, from your home to Expo? We traveled from Guate-
mala, which is about 4,300 miles from Expo. We drove to El Salvador and then 
fl ew to Atlanta, Georgia, and then to Madison, Wisconsin, for Expo.

How many times have you come to Expo and why do you continue coming 
back? If it is your fi rst trip, why did you want to come to Expo? This is our 
fi rst trip to Expo. We arrived last Friday and will return to Guatemala on Friday. 
We came to Expo to learn about U.S. dairy cattle genetics.

How are you involved in the dairy industry? We have a 150-cow dairy in 
Guatemala. We milk mostly Brown Swiss and Jersey cows. We also operate a 
zoo.

What are you most looking forward to at World Dairy Expo? We want to 
improve the genetics of our cattle, along with production. So we are looking 
forward to learning everything we can.

What has been your favorite Expo experience? Our favorite experience 
thus far was the International Jersey Show yesterday. The Grand Champion — 
Stoney Point Joel Bailey — she is just wow. The International Brown Swiss 
Show will be our highlight for today.

Javier Marsiletti
Buenos Aires, Argentina

How many miles did you travel 
to come to Expo? How long did 
the trip take, from your home 
to Expo? We traveled 11,000 
miles one way, but visited Texas 
for a week fi rst. Altogether, the 
travel time was about 30 hours. 

How many times have you 
come to Expo? Why do you 
continue coming back? I have 
been to Expo 15 times. I brought 
10 dairy farmer customers of 
mine with me. 

How are you involved in the 
dairy industry? I am a distribu-
tor for STgenetics, for a compa-
ny which is called Progenesis.

What are you most looking forward to at World Dairy Expo? We like to see 
the technology. We also look for genomics.

What has been your favorite Expo experience? Watching the Supreme 
Champion selection. Shakira was our favorite one.

Uday Tiwari
India

How many miles did you travel 
to come to Expo? How long did 
the trip take, from your home 
to Expo? We traveled about 
12,000 kilometers. The trip was 
about 8,000 miles, which took us 
from Delhi to this place. It was 
about 18 hours to fl y to Chicago 
and another four hours to Madi-
son.

How many times have you 
come to Expo? Why do you 
continue coming back? If it 
is your fi rst trip, why did you 
want to come to Expo? This is 
probably my 15th trip. We come 
here to learn about genetics. Ba-
sically, we want to learn what we have to do so that our farms are viable, pro-
ductive and profi table.

How are you involved in the dairy industry? We have a delegation of 18 
people who are members of a big farmers organization called Progressive Dairy 
Farmers Association. We have 30,000 member-farmers. I am the national co-
ordinator. I also own a small farm, but I work mainly for the well-being of the 
farmers across the country.
 
What are you most looking forward to at World Dairy Expo? I always look 
for the farms that are profi table despite the recession in the country and learning 
what exactly they have done. We also hold an annual exhibition or EXPO back 
in India where the attendance in three days is over 300,000 farmers. Every year, 
we try to learn something to replicate as good success stories from the U.S. so 
that we can also provide the same kind of facilities to the farmers in India.

What has been your favorite Expo experience? Seeing the way cows are 
maintained here and how the farmers decorate and make the cows ready to take 
part in the exhibition.

INTERNATIONAL ATTENDEES

TOTO
ALONG THEALONG THE MadisonMadison

Raphael, Rocio and Emily Diaz
Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic

How many miles did you travel to come to Expo? How long did the trip 
take, from your home to Expo? (Raphael) Well, we had a good connecting 
fl ight north and then came direct to Madison. I think we traveled quite a few 
miles, maybe 3,000. It took about six hours.

How many times have you come to Expo? Why do you continue coming 
back? If it is your fi rst trip, why did you want to come to Expo? We have 
been here three times. It is exciting to come to World Dairy Expo because there's 
always new innovation — new vendors, new information. So it's all about 
knowledge and also updating technology. 

How are you involved in the dairy industry? We have a Brown Swiss farm. 
We are looking to milk 240 cows, mainly American, registered, Brown Swiss 
cows. Right now we’re milking 90. Next year we will be about 150.

What are you most looking forward to at World Dairy Expo? Well, a lot of 
networking, meeting people, especially in the genetics line. We are also look-
ing forward to visiting farms. We have done one already. We have been doing 
other visiting fun to see what is happening here in the United States as well, and 
we may interpret or acquire some applications that we can apply. Though it is 
a different climate, we are looking for anything that will help, especially with 
the genetics. 
 
What has been your favorite Expo experience? Everything. It's just the feel-
ing, the dynamics of different people from different parts of the world, and just 
to realize that this is the best place to go. If you want to see anything related to 
milk, I mean, the cheeses here are delicious, and the judging of the cows and 
the way they do it in the arena, it is spectacular. It's something to look at and 
appreciate. 

Turn to Q&A | Page 9
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Fabio Corto
Vidor, Italy

How many miles did you trav-
el to come to Expo? How long 
did the trip take, from your 
home to Expo? We spent time 
visiting some herds of different 
breeds in Wisconsin, Illinois and 
other states, so travel was not 
just for three days at Expo.

How many times have you 
come to Expo? Why do you 
continue coming back? If it 
is your fi rst trip, why did you 
want to come to Expo? This 
is my third trip. I came the fi rst 
time in 2000 for the World Con-
ference for Brown Swiss. I was 
a speaker also at the time at age 18. In 2009 I came with my friend who was 
the associate judge of Brown Swiss and this year for a tour with the group 
representing the Cremona show. It's so important to have this connection be-
cause Cremona is historically one of the main shows for Holsteins in Europe. 
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We need a strong relationship with the North American system of the breeders 
that have the cows here. We invite a judge from North America to the Cre-
mona show.

How are you involved in the dairy industry? I'm a dairy farmer and a veteri-
narian for my region. We have mainly Holsteins but also some Brown Swiss. 
We have some specialty because we have a robotic farm with some robotics 
for feeding and milking. During the summer, we also have pasture. We grow 
cattle up in the pastures in the mountains wearing bells. This production goes 
directly to the cheese of which my area is so famous. So we are traditional, 
but also professional with the robotic system and manage with data and other 
information.

What are you most looking forward to at World Dairy Expo? We look 
for the best practice of the breed, and for a tremendous cow, one you will see 
in the pictures or the videos. We have the historical name of the breed or the 
breeder in the U.S. or Canada, so we are coming to see them with our own 
eyes.

What has been your favorite Expo experience? New friends or new net-
working, a new possibility to link to experience about the breeding and about 
the cows. Also, we may try to have a stronger link to have some North Ameri-
can breeders come to Italy.
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BY SHERRY NEWELL
Staff  Writer

Illinois hay 
producer wins 
with second-crop 
baleage

PHOTO BY SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Champions on hand Oct. 1 for the World Forage Analysis Superbowl at World Dairy Expo in Madi-
son, Wisconsin, are Theo and Rose Peterson (front, from leŌ ), Arthur Batho of Tilstock Farms, 
Jessica SchmiƩ , Bridget Ciolkosz; (back, from leŌ ) Danny Krueger, AusƟ n Haywood of Sand Creek 
Dairy, Steve NuƩ leman, David Hinman of Hardrock Farms, Kendall Guither and Bill Ciolkosz. The 
winners were chosen from among 232 entries in the 2025 contest.

Second-time entrant tops 
World Forage Analysis Superbowl

PHOTO BY/DAIRY STAR
The World Forage Analysis Superbowl awards stand ready as 
Marta Moura Kohmann of the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
speaks Oct. 1 at luncheon at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis-
consin. It was the 41st year of the contest, which is presented 
by the University and WDE, as well as the U.S. Dairy Forage Re-
search Center, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Dairyland 
Laboratories Inc. and Hay and Forage Grower magazine.

MADISON, Wis. — When 
Theo and Rose Peterson sent 
their best baleage to a dairy 
goat producer, she said it was 
too heavy to handle and did not 
want any more. Shortly thereaf-
ter, she called back. 

“She said, ‘The goats are 
coming into the parlor so full of 
milk, we're gonna have to fi gure 
out a way to feed this stuff,’” 
Theo Peterson said. “They’re 
milking the most they ever have 
on this baleage.”

That was the crop that was 
named World’s Forage Grand 
Champion Oct. 1 at World Dairy 
Expo® in Madison. It collected 
a score of 3,894 pounds of milk 
per ton with a relative forage 
quality score of 306 in the bale-

age category to earn the top spot 
in the 2025 World Forage Anal-
ysis Superbowl.

The contest is a partnership 
between World Dairy Expo, the 
U.S. Dairy Forage Research 
Center, the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, Dairyland 
Laboratories Inc., and Hay and 
Forage Grower magazine. It at-
tracted 232 samples from 16 
states. Eighty-seven of them, 
from nine states, are on display 
at Expo.

The Petersons farm with 
Theo’s father and brother, pro-
ducing about 280 acres of hay 
along with corn, soybeans and 
wheat. Hay is sold as baleage 
wrapped individually, mainly to 
dairy goat farmers in the area, 
with a few small dairy farmers 
also buying some of the crop. 
They began selling forage about 
12 years ago.

While they had entered and 
placed well in the contest previ-
ously, this year’s second crop 
motivated them to enter again. 

“Early season, the hay was 
a little bit lower tonnage but re-
ally good quality because we 
were a little drier and we had 
plenty of sunshine,” Theo Pe-
terson said. “And then midway 
through the year we started get-
ting wet and the quality wasn’t 
quite as good. The early season 
stuff was really good.”

“It was cut young,” he 
said. “We cut it at 23 days old, 

and it was only on the ground 
18 hours. We planned on let-
ting it sit for two days, to get a 
little drier. And then a pop-up 
storm was coming and we said, 
‘We’re going to merge this up; 
we're going to bale it.’ I think I 
got done wrapping at 1 o'clock 
in the morning, but we got her 
put up.”

Theo Peterson said growing 
top-notch forage requires disci-
pline. 

“I had a few people who 
gave me a few pointers, but you 
just gotta be diligent,” he said. 
“We don't go on any family va-
cations during the summertime, 
let me tell you, because there's 
no time. You're haying three or 
four days a week, you know?”

His wife agreed.
“It’s learning the weather, 

what the hay likes,” Rose Peter-
son said. 

She works off the farm but 
plays a key role during the sum-
mer.

“All summer, I'm either 
out there picking off the bales 
in the fi eld or stacking them in 
the yard,” she said. “I'm helping 
my husband wrap the bales or 
deliver them to our customers.”  

But just because it’s the top-
quality forage in a contest like 
the Superbowl, Theo Peterson 
said it is not any easier to price.

“You kind of go off of a 
chart, and then adjust accord-
ingly,” Theo Peterson said. “But 
with stuff this high, you can't 
really charge more. Nobody's 
going to buy it even if it's that 
good.” 

Still, raising good forage is 
what he and his family have to 
do, he said.

“My customers don't want 
it unless it's really good,” Theo 
Peterson said. “If it’s not good, 
I have nowhere for it to go. Ev-
erybody can make ditch hay.”

World Forage Analysis 
Superbowl Winners:
Grand Champion (from 
Baleage category): Peterson 
Farm, Poplar Grove, Illinois

Grand Champion First 
Time Entrant (from Alfalfa 
Haylage category): Tilstock 
Farms, Plum City, Wisconsin

Category Champions:
Quality Counts Corn Silage 
(from BMR Corn Silage 
category): Danny Krueger, 
Wausau, Wisconsin

Quality Counts Hay/Hay-
lage (from Mixed/Grass 
Haylage category): Sand 
Creek Dairy, Hastings, 
Michigan

Commercial Hay: Handrock 
Farms, Wheatland, Wyoming
Dairy Hay: Andy Schmitt, 
Fort Atkinson, Iowa

Grass Hay: Ted Peterson, 
Sharon, Wisconsin

BMR Corn Silage: Denmar 
Acres, Greenleaf, Wisconsin

Standard Corn Silage: John 
Schwittay, Peshtigo, Wiscon-
sin

Alfalfa Haylage: Ciolkosz 
Dairy, Thorp, Wisconsin

Mixed/Grass Haylage:
Woldt Farms, Brillion, Wis-
consin

Baleage: Kendall Guither, 
Walnut Illinois

Cereal Forage: Nuttleman 
Dairy, Bangor, Wisconsin
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show whites, shirts, belt s and show supp lies

BY MICHELE ACKERMAN
Staff  Writer

Siemers family 
sponsors recognition 
for junior, open shows

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAIRY AGENDA TODAY
Kingsway Caught A Vibe, a daughter of Ladyrose Caught Your Eye-ET, stands atop the Spring Yearling Class in the Interna-
Ɵ onal Holstein Show Oct. 5, 2023, at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Animals with high genomics will be honored 
during the InternaƟ onal Junior Holstein Show and the InternaƟ onal Holstein Show this year, thanks to Siemers Holsteins.

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
The Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Junior Holstein Show, Luck-E Mer-
jack Asalia, was the winner of the Genomic Merit Award in in the LifeƟ me Milk 
ProducƟ on Class Sept. 28 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Asalia is 
owned by Tessa and Stella Schmocker of Whitewater, Wisconsin.

New genomics award unveiled for Holsteins

NEWTON, Wis. — Exhibitors in 
both the International Holstein and In-
ternational Junior Holstein Shows held 
at World Dairy Expo® this year will 
vie for a new honor: the Genomic Merit 
Class Award. Sponsored by Siemers 
Holsteins of Newton, this award will be 
bestowed on the animal with the high-
est Genomic Type Production Index in 
each class. Winners will receive a neck 
ribbon and medallion.

Rankings this year are based on 
GTPI values from the August 2025 ge-
netic evaluations. To qualify, animals 
must meet two criteria: they must place 
in the top two-thirds of the class, and 
their exhibitor must have checked the 
award box on the entry form at the time 
of submission.

The idea for the Genomic Merit 
Class Award was born during a con-
versation between herd owner Dan 
Siemers, his son, Jordan, and the farm’s 
long-time genetics consultant, Kevin 
Jorgensen, as they watched the Interna-
tional Holstein Show from the stands of 
the Coliseum last year. Dan and Kevin, 
who both launched their dairy careers in 
the early 1990s, found themselves remi-
niscing about shows of the past. 

“When we were kids, I remember 
there being a genetic merit award given 
in each class,” Dan Siemers recalled. 
“But we have taken a hiatus from that, 
and it hasn’t been a part of the show for 
many years now.”

Indeed, the last time a female was 
recognized for genetic merit in the Hol-
stein show at Expo was 2008. Ironically, 
just three months later, in January 2009, 
a pivotal moment in dairy cattle genet-
ics unfolded — the release of offi cial ge-
nomic evaluations for Holsteins. These 
DNA-based evaluations have revolu-
tionized our ability to identify elite ge-
netics and accelerate genetic progress.

Several of these crème de la crème 
genotyped females have been paraded 
on the colored shavings of the world’s 
most prestigious cattle show in Madi-
son. Included in this group are the likes 
of Ladyrose Caught Your Eye-ET, a 
three-time Expo class winner; Sandy-
Valley Francy-ET, who topped the Aged 
Cow class in 2024 and S-S-I Have Not 
Doc 8784, who stood third in her class 
in 2022 and was Reserve All-American 
Four-Year-Old that year.

“We have all these great cattle with 
all these great GTPIs, and it is neat to 
see them doing well in the show ring,” 
Siemers said. “Why not bring it all to-
gether again? It’s been a while since ge-

netics were acknowledged in this way, 
and we felt it was time to bring that 
back.”

Jorgensen, a member of World 
Dairy Expo’s Executive Committee, 
was ideally situated to plant the seed 
that got the discussion rolling to bring 
the Genomic Merit Class Award to Expo 
this year.

“A high percentage of the Holstein 
entries have been genotyped, so there is 
a nice pool of eligible cattle to launch 
this award,” Jorgensen said. “The 
Siemers family’s sponsorship is a natu-
ral fi t as it refl ects their philosophy of 
creating crossover sires whose daugh-
ters not only test well genomically but 
also hold their own in the show ring.”

At Siemers Holsteins, Dan is the 
fi fth generation to operate the farm in 
Manitowoc County near Lake Michi-
gan. The farm has been widely recog-
nized for its excellence in cattle breed-
ing. Siemers Holsteins has earned the 
Progressive Genetics Herd award from 
Holstein Association USA every year 
since 1991 and the Herd of Excel-
lence designation annually since 2016. 
Siemers Holsteins received the organi-
zation’s Elite Breeder Award in 2024 
and was named National Dairy Shrine’s 
Distinguished Cattle Breeder for 2025.

In their mission to breed “Genetics 
for Cow People,” the family has placed 
more than 360 bulls in A.I., with three 
receiving the status of Gold Medal Sire. 
They have bred more than 1,400 Excel-
lent cows, including four cows scoring 
EX-95. More than 500 Siemers-bred 
cows have earned Gold Medal Dam or 
Dam of Merit status, and three have 

been named Holstein International’s 
Global Cow of the Year.

In the long-standing debate between 
breeding for show cows versus produc-
tion or genetic merit, genotyping and 
genomic evaluations are helping to blur 
the lines and bridge the gap between the 
two approaches.

“Today, there is so much more to 
an animal than just how she looks,” 
Siemers said. “We should be consider-
ing her genetic capabilities, not just how 
she places in her class. This award was 
designed to recognize the combination 
of genomics and phenotype —or show 

type — working together.”
While every award at Expo is hard-

earned and meaningful, some carry spe-
cial signifi cance for those deeply com-
mitted to both the art and science of 
cattle breeding.

“As a breeder, winning the award 
is something to be proud of,” Siemers 
said. “That animal represents genetic 
strength and tells me I am taking the 
herd in the right direction. When a cow 
does well in the show ring and also has a 
high GTPI, that is something we should 
all aspire to — both as individual breed-
ers and for the breed as a whole.”
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coburn.com
Stop by and see us!
Booths EH 2801-2905 | EH 2703-2706

Celebrating
100
Years

Scan to learn more

Calf  
Feeders

• Maximizes salivation, 
   improving digestion 
• Decreases labor costs
• Feeder designs for 
   every operation

BOOTH 
AWARDS

DOUG WILLIAMSDOUG WILLIAMS
MemorialMemorial

BEST IN SHOW - GEA

The inaugural presentation of the Doug 
Williams Memorial Booth Awards, 

honoring the long-time Commercial 
Exhibitors Committee Chairperson, took 

place Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY
GEA Farming was awarded the fi rst-ever Doug Williams Memorial Best In Show 
Booth Award Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Pictured are 
(front, from leŌ ) Aleah Kidd, Zadie Kidd, Guy Dion, Terri Williams, Maiken Kidd; 
(second row) Jenny Smith, Parker Williams, Lauren Pierce, Jayden Williams, MaƩ  
Daley, Cheryl DeCraene, Robin MaƩ hayasack, Stephanie Finn, Jamie Fox, Joe 
Coburn; (third row) Mark Heald, Trent Brooks, ScoƩ y Bates, heather Crawford, 
ScoƩ  Hercula, Andy Hugher; (fourth row) Andy LenkaiƟ s, John Brooks, Dan Gud-
munson, Mark Walker, Chad Buchanan; (fi Ō h row) John Culb, Parimal Mehta and 
Jacob DeLay.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY
JLG Industries was the winner of the Doug Williams Memorial New Booth Award 
Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Pictured are (front, from leŌ ) 
Aleah Kidd, Zadie Kidd, Guy Dion, Terri Williams, Maiken Kidd, Bill Hageman, 
Mariah Ryder, Emily Bryan; (second row) Jenny Smith, Parker Williams, Marty 
Molthen, Lauren Pierce, Jayden Williams, Jamey Patla, Brandon Neal, MaƩ hew 
Dewalt, Robert Barger, Pete Perrin; (third row) Charles Clenn, Jose MarƟ nez, 
Zane Clevenger, Mike Burhoe and Joe Coburn

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY
Jaylor was the winner of the Doug Williams Memorial Outdoor Booth Award 
Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Pictured are Aleah Kidd 
(front, from leŌ ), Zadie Kidd, Guy Dion, Terri Williams, Maiken Kidd, Alan Vaage, 
Larry Kortuem, Roberto Martelo, Bill Hageman, Joe Coburn; (second row) Jenny 
Smith, Parker Williams, Lauren Pierce and Jayden Williams

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY
Nedap was the winner of the Doug Williams Memorial Showstopper Booth 
Award Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Pictured are Steve 
Pavelski (from leŌ ), Emily Rolli, Tera Baker, Bill Hageman and Joe Coburn.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY
Madero Dairy Systems was the winner of the Doug Williams Memorial Interac-
Ɵ ve Booth Award Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Pictured are 
Aleah Kidd (front, from leŌ ), Zadie Kidd, Guy Dion, Terri Williams, Maiken Kidd, 
Bill Hageman, Arturo Gallardo, Pedro Madero, Tom Storm, Nydia Hernandez, Ra-
mon Tabares, Joe Coburn; (second row) Jenny Smith, Parker Williams, Lauren 
Pierce and Jayden Williams.

INTERACTIVE - MADERO

NEW - JLG INDUSTRIES

NEW - JLG INDUSTRIESOUTDOOR - JAYLOR

SHOWSTOPPER - NEDAP
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BouMatic
Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin

Hoard's Dairyman
JLG Industries

John Deere
Merck Animal Health

New Holland
Semex/Boviteq

Zoetis

Amlan International
Calf Star

Cargill Animal Nutrition
Cowsmopolitan Magazine
Dairy Herd Management

Dairy Star
Dane County

Diamond V Technologies, Inc.
Golden Calf Company
Holstein International

HoofStrong
Lallemand Animal Nutrition

Lely
Mid-West Farm Report

The Ostrom Family
Phibro Animal Health Corporation

Progressive Dairy
Select Sires, Inc.

State of Wisconsin
STgenetics

Trans Ova Genetics
Uplevel Dairy Podcast

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade & Consumer Protection

ABS Global
Blondin Sires Inc.
Cattle Connection
Comfort Hoof Care

Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding
Culvers - Todd Drive, Madison, WI
Culvers Franchising System, LLC 

Datamars Livestock
DeLaval, Inc

Destination Madison
Fight Bac

Frenchville Trailers
FutureCow

Huvepharma
Innovative Input Solutions, LLC

Ag-Bag by RCI
Agri-King, Inc.

Barenbrug USA
Bialtec

Brown Swiss Cattle Breeders Association
Coburn Company, Inc.

CROPLAN SEED
Dairy Girl Network

Dane County Dairy Promotion Committee
E-Zee Milking Equipment

GenOvations
Holstein Association USA, Inc.

Kemps Dairy Products
Kwik Trip

Madero Dairy Systems
National Dairy Shrine

Red & White Dairy Cattle Association
Scherer Inc.
smaXtec Inc.

Soy Best
Steel Fire Farm

US VET

Jetstream Genetics, Inc.
Kemin Animal Nutrition & Health

MilkSource Genetics, LLC
Nationwide Agribusiness

US Farm Report
UW-Madison College of 

Agricultural & Life Sciences
USDA APHIS Secure Our Herds

VAS
Woodchuck Bedding Spreader

AC Hotel Madison Downtown
AgroChem USA, LLC

American Guernsey Association Youth Fund
American Jersey Cattle Association
American Milking Shorthorn Society
ARM & HAMMER Animal Nutrition

Ayrshire Breeders Association
Best Western Plus InnTowner Madison

Best Western Premier Park Hotel
Brevant seeds

Cambria Hotel Madison East
Clipper Parts & Repair

Courtyard by Marriott - Madison West/Middleton
CowManager USA Inc.

Culbertson Cattle & Marketing
Dairy Management Inc.

Days Inn & Suites

DLF
DoubleTree by Hilton Madison Downtown

Dynasty Genetics
Echo Suites Madison by Wyndham

Embassy Suites by Hilton Madison Downtown
ENDOVAC Animal Health

Extrutech Plastics, Inc.
Fairfi eld Inn & Suites by Marriott 

- Madison West
FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative

First Defense
Friends & Family of Michael Heath 

GEA Farm Technologies, Inc.
GenoSource
GLC Minerals 

Hampton Inn & Suites Madison/Downtown
Hays Genetics International Ltd.

Hilton Garden Inn Madison Downtown
Hilton Garden Inn Madison West/Middleton

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Madison Central
Holiday Inn Express & Suites Madison East 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
Madison West - Middleton

INTERMIZOO SPA
Intelligent Dairy Solutions NA

IVS
Livestock Exporters Association of the USA

MagnaWave
MWI Animal Health 

McLanahan Corporation
Microbasics LLC
Monarch Tractor

National Milk Producers Federation
Novonesis

Residence Inn by Marriott 
- Madison West/Middleton
Sheraton Madison Hotel 

Siemers Holstein Farm, Inc.
Silostop

Sleep Inn & Suites Oregon - Madison
SpringHill Suites by Marriott Madison

Staybridge Suites Madison - Fitchburg
The Dylin by Locale (Mint) 
The Madison Concourse 

Hotel and Governor's Club
Tom Morris Ltd.

TownePlace Suites by Marriott
Tractor Supply Co.
Udder Tech, Inc.

U.S. Dept. of Justice-FBI, WMD Directorate
VES-Artex

Vita Plus Corporation
Vital Start Liners

Wisconsin Union Hotel and Club Suites
World Wide Sires, Ltd.

S T A RSponsorsSponsors
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More information, visit boerger.com

THE INNOVATIVE
BIOSELECT FOR
EFFICIENT MANURE
SEPARATION.

Visit us at the
World Dairy Expo

Exhibit Hall # 1713

+ Low Life-Cycle Costs.

+ Turnkey from a Single Source: Separator, Pump(s), 

   Control Unit, Stationary or Mobile Skids.

+ Patented Profile Auger with Counter Bearing for 

   No Auger Screen Contact. 

+ Continuously Variable Dry Matter Content. 

+ Large Capacities.

Efficient thickening and dewatering system 
for liquids containing solids.

SCAN TO 
WATCH THE
BIOSELECT
IN ACTION!

oerger.com

or Mobile Skids.

with Counter Bearing for 

ct. 

Dry Matter Content. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Members of the Pacifi c Edge team — Joe Rocha (from leŌ ), 
CurƟ s Rose and Brent Rocha — take a break from chores Oct. 
1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The Rochas 
travel over 2,000 miles, one way, to exhibit their Jersey cows 
at Expo.

PACIFIC EDGE/R & R DAIRY

LONG HAULTheThe
Joe Rocha
Pacifi c Edge/R & R Dairy
Tillamook, Oregon
Pavilion 2, Aisle 16S

How many miles did you 
travel to World Dairy 
Expo® and how long did 
the trip take? It is just over 
2,000 miles from our farm 
to the farm we layover at for 
a few days. With chores, the 
trip takes us about 40 hours.

How many head did you 
bring and care for while 
traveling to Expo? We 
brought 14 head and have 19 
in our string.

How do you care for the 
animals while traveling? We 
will stop to milk two or three 
times, depending on how 
things go. We have our trailer 
set up with automatic water-
ers and vacuum lines. It is its 
own power system, so we can 
chore on the trailer. Once we 
load, we don’t unload until 
we get to our destination. We 
deep-bed our trailer, probably 
as thick of a pack as they have 
here. We clean out manure 
every time we stop, and we 

add bedding when we chore. 
We feed twice a day, when 
we milk. We try to put our 
fuel stops between milkings, 
so every six hours, so we are 
stopping to feed hay. We have 
gotten hardhats to wear in the 
trailer when we chore — it is 
bedded so thick we would hit 
our heads all the time. We tie 
the cows with double-ties and 
neck chains, rather than hal-
ters. They are more likely to 
break if one would get caught 
up. Plus they are more com-
fortable, and it is easier for 
cattle to get up and down.

How did you prepare for the 
trip, and when did you start 
making those preparations?
We really start planning 
around the time of our West-
ern National Show. We have 
a semi and pot trailer that we 
use. We put all our tack on the 
semi with the cows. When we 
come home from the Western 
National, we start separating 
our tack — what can be put 
away versus what needs to go 
to Expo and Louisville — and 
start staging it in the shop. We 
have to know where every-
thing is and keep the things 

we will need while traveling 
where we can get to them. We 
bring all our feed and as much 
hay as we can, because our 
West Coast hay is really dif-
ferent from what is out here.

How many times have you 
made the trip, bringing ani-
mals to Expo? This is prob-
ably my 10th Expo trip from 
home, but we have been go-
ing to Louisville for probably 
25 years. With all the shows, 
from our spring show through 
Louisville, our cows probably 
put on about 10,000 miles a 
year on the pot.

Tell us about a memorable 
experience (good or bad) 
you have had traveling to 
Expo, with cattle? We have 
had both really good trips and 
bad trips. We have been bro-
ken down, which is stressful 
with cattle. I fell off the top 
deck once on the way home; 
the boys thought I died, but 
I was fi ne. The best trips are 
the unmemorable ones — 
the ones where we went and 
came home with no problems. 
Overall I would say the best 
trips are when my wife is with 

me and those spent with fami-
ly. There is a lot of windshield 
time to just talk. We also net-
work with and communicate 
with the other exhibitors from 

our area. We all tell each 
other where the water is 
good or other things like 
that.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WORLD DAIRY EXPO
Amanda Engelken collects her prize for winning the Railbird contest on Oct. 1 at 
World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Engelken, a naƟ ve of Earlville, Iowa, 
won the Railbird judging contest featuring the InternaƟ onal Ayrshire Show’s 
Spring Junior Two-Year-Old class on Oct. 1.

RAILBIRD
Winner
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Your Feed Your Feed 
Ingredient Link!Ingredient Link!

What you need when you need it. 
On time and at a price that’s right.

CANOLA MEAL
CORN GLUTEN FEED

CORN DISTILLERS GRAINS
LINSEED MEAL

FLAX SEED
OAT HULLS

RICE HULLS
SOYBEAN MEAL

SOY BEST
SOYBEAN HULLS

SOY PLUS

AMINO PLUS
WHEAT MIDDS

SAW DUST
NOVAMEAL

COTTONSEED

Visit us in Visit us in 
Booth EH 2405Booth EH 2405

8

(MN,ND, SD, WI, IA, NE)
SEAN LASCHINGER
    800-836-5674
COTTONSEED & GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS
     SLASCHINGER@AMERICANAGCO.COM

(WI)
JOHN JOHNSON
   800-836-5646
COTTONSEED & GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS
       JJOHNSON@AMERICANAGCO.COM

(MI, IL)
DOMINIC FERRUZZA      630-885-8734
GRAIN  & FOOD BY-PRODUCTS         DFERRUZZA@AMERICANAGCO.COMVisit the Purple Cow 

Gift Shop today from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Purple Cow
I T E M  O F  T H E  D A Y

HAPPY HOURS

BY SHERRY NEWELL
Staff  Writer

The Tanbark 
brings exhibitors 
and attendees 
together for 
fellowship and fun

PHOTO BY CADE CLAYCOMB/WORLD DAIRY EXPO
Dairy enthusiasts aƩ ending World Dairy Expo enjoy some down Ɵ me Oct. 1 at The Tanbark in Madison, Wisconsin. The Tanbark is Expo’s 
version of a truck stop for refreshments and fellowship and the locaƟ on for three awards banquets along with various meeƟ ngs and the 
broadcasts.

PHOTO BY PHOTO BY MICHELE ACKERMAN/DAIRY STAR
H. Bakker (from leŌ ), M. Bakker, F. Veldstra, Tryntje Bosma, Tineke Bouma and 
Germ Bauma take a break for lunch at The Tanbark Oct. 1 on the grounds of 
World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The six were part of a group of 40 trav-
eling from the Netherlands. 

Expo’s hospitality spot

MADISON, Wis. —
Folks on the road know 
that a truck stop provides 
travelers with a sure bet 
for food, drink, useful in-
formation and a place to 
escape the monotony of 
the road.

The Tanbark might be 
considered World Dairy 
Expo’s® version of the 
truck stop — delivering 
the same amenities but 
with the added benefi t of 
fellowship among exhibi-
tors, visitors and vendors. 

From happy hours 
and banquets to seminars 
and meals, The Tanbark 
provides multiple ways to 
make Expo user-friendly. 
It kicks off its hospital-
ity role as the location 
with the Dairy Cattle Ex-
hibitor Appreciation Ice 
Cream Social. Through-
out the week, the space 
includes a cooler of free 
milk all day long, bar 
drinks and daily lunches 

for purchase, and a set of 
enormous World Dairy 
Expo initials and themed 
décor for staging photos.

It is also the loca-
tion for three important 
awards banquets: the 
Judging Contest Awards 
Banquet, the World Dairy 
Expo Championship 
Dairy Product Contest 
Awards and Auction, and 
the World Dairy Expo 
Recognition Awards.  

Tanbark Talks focus 
on various topics are also 
among the offerings, and 
the Council on Dairy Cat-
tle Breeding’s meeting is 
held there as well. The 
U.S. Farm Report broad-
casts its show live during 
the noon hour Thursday. 

Much of the behind-
the-scenes work pulling 
off the Tanbark’s events 
and offerings is managed 
by Korrine Engelke, cre-

ative director at Event 
Essentials, an event rent-
al company that supports 
WDE’s various venues. 
She has been on duty 
as the location’s usage 
evolved to meet changing 
needs.

“We’re on year fi ve or 
six,” Engelke said. "In the 
beginning, we weren’t re-
ally sure how it would be 
utilized. The overarching 
purpose has been fairly 
similar (year-to-year), but 
every year we make some 
observations on how to 
tweak things.”

During The Tan-
bark’s fi rst year, a con-
cert was included in the 
events. Engelke said 
people loved the concept, 
but attendance was less 
than expected. Later, the 
World Classic Sale was 
moved from the Coliseum 
to The Tanbark, which 
provided the event with a 
warmer atmosphere and a 
more energetic crowd. 

Happy hours spon-
sors like Cargill have 
added to The Tanbark’s 
usefulness. Ann Horack, 
who leads marketing and 
communication for the 
company’s U. S. dairy 
nutrition segment, said it 
was ideal for the launch 

of their new campaign, 
The Original. Cargill’s 
Tuesday happy hour was 
orchestrated to include 
an “original” cocktail and 
custom-created hats for 
dairy farmers. 

“Our new campaign 
is designed to celebrate 
the true originals in the 
dairy industry, and what 
better place to fi nd those 
than at World Dairy 
Expo,” Horack said. 

Engelke said much 
the same. 

“The Tanbark pro-
vides a space for net-
working, one-on-one all 
the way up to six, seven 
or maybe 10 people,” 
Engelke said. “If you’re 
there with your family 
and you need to sit down 
with your kids for a while, 

it works for that.”
“This is a space that 

welcomes everyone in,” 
she said. “It has a hospi-
tality atmosphere to make 
an Expo visit that much 
more enjoyable.”

4-6 p.m. daily 
with the following 
sponsors:

Tuesday: Cargill
Wednesday: 
BouMatic

Thursday: Kemin 
Animal Nutrition 
and Health
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PHOTO BY SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Students from the Madison area enjoy their 
World Dairy Expo experience Oct. 1 in Madison, Wis-
consin. WDE has reached thousands of children with a 
dairy educaƟ onal experience throughout the years.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Melissa Hart (from leŌ ), Bobby Hart, Bill Indoe 
and Randy Kortus visit at the Hart CommunicaƟ ons 
booth in the Coliseum Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in 
Madison, Wisconsin. The Harts value the interacƟ ons 
they have with fellow dairy enthusiasts while spending 
Ɵ me in their Expo booth.

PHOTO BY SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
David Trimner of Miltrim farm near 

Athens, Wisconsin, talks with Taylor WiƩ -
mus of Ever.Ag Oct. 1 at the World Dairy Expo 
Trade Show in Madison, Wisconsin. The Trade 
Show brought in hundreds of companies, 41 
of them parƟ cipaƟ ng for the fi rst Ɵ me.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Breanna Meyer maneuvers her Brown Swiss Senior Two-Year-Old cow at the top of the fi rst 
pull during the InternaƟ onal Brown Swiss Show Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis-
consin. Meyer’s cow, Jenlar Diego Waterloo-ETV won the class, as well as claiming fi rst-place 
junior, best bred and owned and best udder honors.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR: 
Auburndale FFA students — Anne Krings 
(from leŌ ), Macy Biederman and Alana 
Greunke — take a break from their Expo scav-
enger hunt on Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in 
Madison, Wisconsin. The three girls are all fi rst-
Ɵ me Expo visitors.

PHOTO BY SHERRY 
NEWELL/DAIRY STAR

Bernard and Wen-
dy Hilhorst visit with 
CowManager represen-
taƟ ve Thijs Griffi  oen Oct. 
1 at the company’s booth 
at World Dairy Expo in 
Madison, Wisconsin. The 
Hilhorsts came to WDE 
from their dairy farm 
near Cambridge, New 
Zealand.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Bob Hagenow directs exhibitors 
in the ring during the Interna-
Ɵ onal Brown Swiss Show Oct. 1 
at World Dairy Expo in Madison, 
Wisconsin. A long-Ɵ me volun-
teer, this year marks Hagenow’s 
40th year of serving as a ring-
man in the show.

World Dairy ExpoToday at
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PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Sean Shults washes feed tubs aŌ er the mid-day 
feeding for cows in his string Oct. 1 at World 

Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Shults is from Sharon 
Springs, New York.

PHOTO BY SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
World Dairy Expo aƩ endees crowd 
into a Knowledge Nook session Oct. 1 at 
World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The 
Knowledge Nook featured a variety of speak-
ers throughout the week.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN
/DAIRY STAR

Jacob Betley (leŌ ) and Nadia 
Harrig head back to the barn with a 
Brown Swiss cow Oct. 1 at World 
Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Betley’s cow, Knapp Kickstart Dance-
ETV, placed third in the Summer Ju-
nior Two-Year-Old class and was the 
second-place junior-owned entry.PHOTO BY DANIELLE 

NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Jen Mackey checks 
in with her work at Mid-
west Dairy while visiƟ ng 
World Dairy Expo Oct. 1 
in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Mackey is a fi rst-Ɵ me 
Expo aƩ endee.

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Ethan Jackowski prepares grilled 

cheese sandwiches for sale in the UW-Mad-
ison Cheese Stand Oct. 1 at World Dairy 
Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The stand is 
a popular lunch spot with Expo aƩ endees.

to MadisonThe Road

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Jaedyn McPherson leads her Milking Shorthorn Win-
ter Calf, Lazy M Pirelli Ember-EXP-ET, out from the fi rst 
line Oct. 1 during the InternaƟ onal Milking Shorthorn 
Show at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. 
McPherson’s calf placed second in the class and was 
the winning junior-owned entry.
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Teat Wipes

Milk Filters

Antiseptic Wipes

Visit our booth EH-2715
if you’ve got a joke, but we’ve 

herd them all
PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR

The crew represenƟ ng Reyncrest —  Whitney Kugler (kneeling, from leŌ ), Kelly 
Reynolds, Carly Coutu; (back)Tyler Reynolds, Austen Schmidt, Adam Bucken-
meyer, Andy Reynolds, Michelle Schmidt, MaƩ  Senecal and Chris CurƟ ss — take 
a break from show preparaƟ ons to gather for a photo commemoraƟ ng their se-
lecƟ on as the Daily Herdsmanship Winner Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madi-
son, Wisconsin. Reyncrest is located in Corfu, New York.

HERDSMANSHIP
D A I L Y  W I N N E R

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR

Wednesday

ROADSHOWAntiquesAntiques

PHOTO BY DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Norman C. Magnussen shares the century-old Walhalla Farms showbox Sept. 26 
at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The showbox that belonged to the 
2023 Brown Swiss Historical Master Breeder Walhalla herd was donated to the 
Brown Swiss AssociaƟ on.

A unique piece of dairy history 
made its way to World Dairy Expo® 
this year. An old showbox from New 
York’s Walhalla Farms traveled from 
Rexford, New York, on its way to 
its new home at the National Brown 
Swiss Association’s offi ce in Beloit, 
Wisconsin, making a pit stop at Expo.

Walhalla, the breed’s 2023 His-
torical Master Breeder, was in exis-
tence from 1899-1962. The herd was 
originally founded by Frank Freemy-
er, who owned it until 1924, when it 
was purchased by J. Frank Zoller, an 
offi cer at General Electric Company. 
The herd was relocated to Hammond, 
New York.

A trip to Europe inspired Zoller 
to work towards the goal of having 
the best herd of Brown Swiss in the 
country. He began assembling his 
dream herd with strategic purchases. 
He began a show campaign that net-
ted him champion bulls and cows.

A businessman at heart, Zoller 
desired success beyond the show-
ring. In 1927 it was announced that 
a cow in the herd, Minnie W 11024, 
had completed a record-breaking fat 
record of 639 pounds in the Mature 

Farmer’s Class.
In 1930 the herd 

was relocated again, this 
time to a farm near Rexford, New 
York. In 1932, Woller succumbed 
to injuries sustained when he was 
attacked by one of the bulls on his 
farm. His wife, Jessie T. Zoller, con-
tinued to operate the farm until it was 
dispersed in 1962. 

After the sale of the herd, the 
farm equipment was dispersed as 
well. Jean B. Purdy of Charlton, New 
York, purchased the farm’s showbox, 
which she used on her Standardbred 
horse farm. Following Purdy’s death, 
her family researched the name em-
blazoned on the box and reached 
out to the Brown Swiss Association 
to learn more. Eventually the family 
made the decision to donate the cen-
tury-old box to the association.

Jason Lloyd and Lexie Payne of 
Maple Downs II helped facilitate the 
donation. They brought the box to 
Expo with their show string, deliver-
ing it to Norman C. Magnussen, ex-
ecutive secretary of the Brown Swiss 
Association.
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BY SARAH MIDDENDORF
Staff  Writer

New Expo 
showcase 
features winning 
dairy products

PHOTO BY CADE CLAYCOMB/WORLD DAIRY EXPO
Vendors from Schroeder Käse discuss their cheese with Expo aƩ endees Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Schro-
eder Käse is located in Rewey, Wisconsin.

PHOTO BY CADE CLAYCOMB/WORLD DAIRY EXPO
The Dairy Showcase Village off ers Expo aƩ endees the opportunity to sample and purchase award-
winning cheeses Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. This year marks the Dairy 
Showcase Village’s inaugural year at Expo.

PHOTO BY MICHELE ACKERMAN/DAIRY STAR
Kari Backes (right), manager of the Babcock Dairy Store at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, describes the cheeses avail-
able for sampling to a potenƟ al customer Oct. 1 at World Dairy 
Exp in Madison, Wisconsin. The Babcock Dairy Store is one of 
several cheesemakers parƟ cipaƟ ng in the inaugural Dairy Show-
case Village, south of the Outdoor Trade Mall.

Cheese galore

MADISON, Wis. — Add-
ing purchasable dairy products 
to the grounds at World Dairy 
Expo® has been a task Jen-
nifer Dobbs, World Dairy Ex-
po’s Trade Show/Sponsorship 
Manager, has been working 
towards.

For the fi rst time, WDE 
will have a Dairy Showcase 
Village. Exhibitors and attend-
ees alike can visit with a hand-
ful of different cheese proces-
sors, sample and potentially 
purchase dairy products. Chee-
semakers will also be on hand 
to talk about their showcased 
products.

Dobbs said that with the 
empty space left over from 
moving the food court into the 
outdoor trade mall, it was de-
cided to add a cheese market-
place. At the marketplace visi-
tors can expect various dairy 
products. “We want to 
be able to sample all differ-
ent kinds of dairy products,” 
Dobbs said. “We could have 
gone to some of the larger, 
more commercialized proces-
sors, but that's really not what 
we wanted either. We kind of 
want to go a little more arti-

san.”
The Dairy Showcase Vil-

lage was added based on re-
sponses from the post-Expo 
surveys. 

“One of the No. 1 things 
that people were responding 
was, ‘Why am I at World Dairy 
Expo and I can't buy any dairy 
products,’ or ‘I can't sample any 
dairy products,’ or ‘I can't fi nd 
any dairy products?’” Dobbs 
said. 

Each cheese processor will 
have their own chalet, or cot-
tage building. Each chalet is a 

white 10-foot by 12-foot build-
ing. Dobbs said each chalet 
will have electricity if needed 
for cold storage. The area will 
be decorated to differentiate the 
village from the outdoor trade 
mall. 

“We were trying to really 
up the ante for the customer 
and the attendee experience,” 
Dobbs said. “It really is to im-
prove Expo. We listened to 
what our attendees said.”

Dobbs said the goal was 
to make attendees happy and 
bring them the dairy products 

that they asked for. 
“We have to remember, 

we're here in Wisconsin, but 
these people are coming from 
all over the world,” Dobbs said. 
“We wanted to put produc-
ers, processors and products in 
front of our attendee base.”

Dobbs hopes to fulfi ll at-

tendees’ responses through the 
Dairy Showcase Village.

“I hope it's amazing,” 
Dobbs said. “I hope that we can 
at least get some people to talk 
about it enough where it be-
comes something that can grow 
and be awesome.”
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See us in the Exhibition Hall at the WDE,
Booths 1311-1312 or call 800-801-3596.

Helping you grow tons ofHelping you grow tons of
 highly digestible fi ber  highly digestible fi ber 

for your livestockfor your livestock

• KingFisher Silage Corn
• SynergyX Alfalfas
• Cool-Season Grasses
• BMR Forage Sorghum
• BMR Sorghum-Sudan

Visit us at World Dairy Expo 
Booth #EH 1101, 1102
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